Earth Day 2021 STEAM Volunteer Activity
Climate Change Conversation Starter
This year is crucial for our climate. We have very little time left to make the changes required
to tackle the climate crisis. For Earth Day we have created the resource below for young people
— whether that be students or children in your life. You can also use this resource to engage a
colleague, friend or family member. To take part, work your way through this learning pyramid
with one person or a group of people. The higher up the pyramid you go, the better!
Click a section in the triangle to get started.

Creating
To have a real world impact there are lots of challenges and
events you can sign up to on the official Earth Day website,
or you can even implement your own strategies to mitigate
the impacts of climate change!

Unlimited
If you have an hour then complete the “Our World” Art Project
after your climate conversation. Take a picture and share your
masterpiece by tagging us on LinkedIn (@Jacobs), Instagram,
Twitter or Facebook (@JacobsConnects).

Evaluating
& Analyzing
Applying

1 hour

Understanding
If you only have 15 minutes
then hold a climate
conversation!

Remembering

15 mins
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It’s important to understand why there is such an urgent need for change. Explore the resources
and facts in the table below to help inform your discussion, and on the next page you’ll find some
ways to phrase questions to get the most detailed and thoughtful answers. Whether you look at
just one of these sites, or all of them, you can still frame your discussion around the topics.

Resource

Potential Discussion Points

Carbon Impact Calculator

The impact of our own behavior on climate change.

Impact of global temperature change
Link 1 • Link 2

How global temperature changes have occurred over time.

COP26 Climate Change Conference

What COP26 is all about and how it will make a difference.

The carbon impact of food
Link 1 • Link 2 • Link 3

The greenhouse gas emissions of food and which foods
have the biggest impact.

Lab grown meat and insect protein
Link 1 • Link 2

Some strategies to reduce meat consumption.

UN Sustainable Development Goals

How each aspect of sustainability interlinks and why it is
important.

How one individual can make a difference

How can we each make choices to live more sustainably?

Remembering

Activity: Remembering
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Sometimes it’s hard to know how to begin your discussion. Here are some ways to kickstart
your conversations with young people to really consider their answer carefully and in detail.
The questions become harder to answer as you move down the list. Good luck!
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Can you tell why... ?
What do you think the meaning of... ?
What is... ?

Understanding

Activity: Understanding

What do you think might happen next... ?
Who do you think... ?
What factors would you change if... ?
Can you apply the method used to some experience of your own... ?
What questions would you ask of ... ?
What do you see as other possible outcomes... ?
Can you explain what could happen when... ?
Can you see a possible solution to... ?
If you had access to all resources how would you deal with... ?

Is there a better solution to... ?
Do you think... is a good or a bad thing?
What changes to... would you recommend?
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“Our World” Art Project
During this past year we've all had the opportunity to reflect on what’s important to us and what really matters
in our world. COP26 is seen as the last real opportunity to make the changes needed to mitigate the climate
crisis.

Applying

Activity: Applying

For Earth Day 2021 we want to challenge you, and the young people in your life at home or at school, to create
a piece of art. The title of the piece should be “Our World” and it should represent something that you think is
important to preserve.
Your imagination is your only limit — you could create a scene from recyclable materials, a collage of leaves and
twigs to make an image of something significant to you or take a photograph of beautiful scenery. Continue your
climate change conversation while you’re at it! By understanding what’s important in our world, we can get a
better idea of why we need to make a change.
When you’ve finished your masterpiece, take a picture and share it with us on social media. Tag @Jacobs on
LinkedIn, or @JacobsConnects on Instagram (including Instagram Stories!), Facebook and Twitter. We’ll share the
best entries with our followers!
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Now that you’ve discussed the need for urgent climate action, it’s time to consider what positive changes you can
make in your life to make a real difference to protect our planet, not just for Earth Day, but forever!
Find out what Jacobs is doing to tackle climate change and get inspired in the table below.

Source

Notes

Jacobs’ PlanBeyond™ Strategy

See what we, as a company, are doing through our sustainability
strategy, PlanBeyond — planning beyond today for a better
future for everyone.

Jacobs’ Climate Action Plan

Find out about Jacobs’ three bold climate commitments and
how you can spread the word!

World Earth Day News and Stories

Some ideas of ways you can help make a change and raise
awareness this world Earth Day.

Evaluating & Analyzing

Activity: Evaluating & Analyzing

Share Your Work!
LinkedIn (@Jacobs)
Instagram, Twitter & Facebook
(@JacobsConnects)
Tag us for a chance to be featured
on our channels!

It’s so important to raise awareness of why we need to make
this change. Share your finished artwork with us on social
media to become part of the story in this important year!
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There are lots of ways that you can make a difference and create real change!
This challenge contains loads of ideas to help you tackle climate change! Some activities take just a few minutes
to complete and are a great way to get started, whilst others require a bit more effort.

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Try to minimize use of your printer and, wherever
possible, go paperless.
When shopping, try to buy recycled and sustainable
products.
Recycle as much as possible.
Don’t buy meat products sourced from land where
forests have been cleared.
Check the ingredients of your food and try to avoid
substances like palm oil.

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Consider alternatives to coal and firewood to heat up
your fireplaces.
Try to buy locally made and locally sourced products
where possible.
Support companies that make products that cause
minimal harm to the environment.
Use reusable shopping bags.
Consider buying toys that are made of materials other
than plastic, especially if you think you’re unlikely to
play with them often.

✓
✓
✓

Creating

Activity: Creating

Give away toys that you’ve finished with to friends,
family or second-hand shops.
Normalize getting things second-hand, even gifts.
If it’s something you really like, it doesn’t matter that
someone else has also really liked it before you.
Consider experiences, books, clothes and food as gifts
for loved ones.
Bring a reusable bottle for water.
Try to opt for snacks that are packaged in little to no
plastic. Fruit like bananas and oranges are great options.
It can sometimes help to divide up larger amounts of
food into reusable tubs to bring to school as a snack
rather than things that come in individual packets.
Try to make choices when you shop about what to buy
based on the amount of plastic the packaging contains.
Recycle the plastic you do use — but check that it can be
recycled first and dispose of it correctly.
Consider the sustainability of the food choices you make
— food miles and the over consumption of fish, meat
and dairy products have a massive effect on climate
change.
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